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feel that the danger of the re-establishment of
Catholicism had been removed*
But Mary's supporters continued to plot. In
May of the following year (1568), they were able
to effect her escape from Lochleven Castle, and
an army enrolled under her banner. The news
of the escape caused something like a panic
among the Protestants, and Knox solemnly
warned his congregation that the troubles which
would fall upon the country must be ascribed to
those weaklings who had refused to bring her to
trial. The regent, Moray, natural brother of
Mary, energetically prepared to face her on the
field, and at the battle of Langside her forces
were dispersed. Mary herself fled to England,
where, after proving an acute embarrassment to
Elizabeth for a number of years, she was executed
for treasonable practices.
A period of reconstruction now began in Scot-
land under Moray. The adherents of the exiled
Mary still held Edinburgh Castle, but no wide-
spread rising occurred, and it seemed that the
country might at last have peace after so many
years of war and disorder. In January 1570,
however, Moray was shot dead at linlithgow
by Hamilton of Bothwellhaugh. He was a
followerof Mary, but had also personal grievances
against the regent. Knox felt the tragedy of
Moray severely. For years he had been a close